As Congress debates how health care is to be reformed, Virginia’s nurses can play a pivotal role in shaping that debate with our own congressional delegation and influential members of the House of Representatives and the Senate. The reform debate will take place over the next few months in both houses of Congress and in several committees in each house. We can make a difference!

Read on for more information.
In March, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation issued a monograph titled, Charting nursing’s future:  Nursing’s prescription for a reformed health system  [click on the hyperlink]. This monograph outlines evidence-based initiatives that highlight nursing’s contributions in expanding access to care, promoting population health, advancing quality improvement, and reducing costs. Each of these will be key elements in a reformed healthcare system.

How can you help? 
VNA and our partners in the Legislative Coalition of Virginia Nurses (LCVN) ask that do the following. 

· Read the monograph, Charting Nursing’s Future.
· If you are involved in projects similar to those mentioned in the monograph, make note of your work, how it makes a difference in people’s lives, saves money, improves access to care, and/or advances quality improvement. 

· Read your emails regularly. VNA and LCVN will be monitoring congressional activities and will send you action alerts. When votes are about to be taken, you will receive an action alert to send to specific members of Congress. 
· Tailor the message to fit your story. If you are involved in a project that is nurse-run or nursing sensitive, fit your message with the information supplied in the action alert.

· Click and send. Your email will go to members of Congress. Virginia’s nurses can make a difference.
Thanks for helping shape the health reform debate!

